
Te Pānui o Literacy Waitākere  

Hard Working Learners Awarded 
The Festival of Adult Learning 

(Ahurei Ākonga) ran this 

year from 1st to 

8th September 2019 

to celebrate the successes 

and achievements of 

everyone participating in 

Adult and Community 

Education (ACE). 

To mark the week, we 

nominated one learner for 

the Outstanding Learner 

Award and one for the 

Lifelong Learner Award and 

both were overall winners in 

their category. All nominees 

received certificates at the 

award ceremonies on 

Saturday 7th September 

during the Festival of 

Learning at the Te Atatu 

Peninsula Community 

Centre. 

Our Outstanding Learner 

winner was Edward Sosene. 

Despite his challenges with 

literacy Edward persists, 

overcoming obstacles and 

keeping on his learning 

journey. Kind, caring, giving 

and even-tempered, 

Edward has a soft, warm 

sense of humour even in the 

most difficult of situations.  

He never puts down or 

teases his fellow learners, 

always encourages them 

and is welcoming of others . 

Being able to articulate 

what he wants to learn and 

how he wants to learn it, 

Edward “knows what he 

doesn’t know” – an 

important insight.  His life 

experience and maturity 

give him intelligence that he 

shares with the other 

students. Edwards’s 

motivation for coming is that 

he enjoys learning and 

wants to keep at it to 

improve his life.  He shows 

consistency in the way that 

he learns, is organised in the 

way he keeps his notes and 

structures his learning.  He 

has been able to get himself 

a job and has the 

confidence to advocate for 

himself and others if 

necessary.  “I like coming 

here because it makes me 

feel good.” 

Our Lifelong Learner winner 

was James Davis. 

Committed to re-educating 

himself in whatever form that 

may be and for however 

long that may take, couple 

that commitment with 

passion and you get James 

Davis.  To learn as much as 

he can to understand the 

finer points of literacy.  To 

learn all the tools that will 

take him through a pathway 

of ‘wows’ and 

enlightenment, not to 

mention one of relief in 

knowing that as an adult 

and a solo dad it is never 

too late to learn.  James has 

been with Literacy 

Waitakere since 2006.  He 

has journeyed with us from 

the valley of Henderson to 

the suburbia of New Lynn, 

from job to job and through 

his different work 

qualifications. 

James wanted to improve 

his reading and writing skills, 

to make and have better 

choices not only for himself 

but more importantly for his 

children.  As they grew so 

too did their homework, the 

words in their reading books 

were harder not only to read 

but to comprehend the 

context in which they had 

been used.  But James has 

stayed true to the goal he 

set for himself back in 2006 

to re-educate himself, to 

learn whatever he needed 

to, no matter how long it 

would take.   

James has been an 

inspiration to his children, his 

fellow workers and wider 

family by realising he 

needed help and having 

the confidence to take 

those first steps.  James has 

certainly filled his toolbox 

with many of the tools 

needed for such a journey 

and is able to use them in 

every aspect of life. 
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For February 2020 Start 

Local board member Shane Henderson presents Edward’s certificate, 

and Peter Chan presents James’.  



Contact us: 

Professional Development is always 

important to educators, to keep in 

tune with developments in the 

education sector and to provide 

quality tuition, and we are grateful 

to ACE Aoteroa for sponsoring two 

events this year.  

In July, WACEA (Waitakere Adult 

and Community Education 

Aotearoa, of which Literacy 

Waitakere is a member) offered a 

day’s PD for all adult educators in 

Auckland.  

The programme included two 

informative speakers, a  

“showcase” of an innovative 

provider, 6 workshops held in two 

sessions, morning and afternoon, 

with a tikanga session as well as an 

”engaging Pasifika learners” session 

on the programme.  One of the 

most popular sessions was 

“Strategies for strength amidst stress 

and uncertainty” as well as 

“Making the most of teaching and 

learning in a digital world.”  All 

workshops were well-attended and 

participants were enthusiastic in 

their positive feedback. 

There was delicious kai from Café 

Kōrero in Ranui, as well as time to 

chat and network.  

100% of attendees said that they 

would like to attend another similar 

event. This demonstrates a 

“continual drive for ongoing 

learning and development of 

professional practice.” 

“The whole day was wonderful, I 

have been smiling all day” 

“Excellent presenters, very well 

organised, awesome catering!” 

“Fantastic day.  Learned so much & 

leave feeling very inspired” 

“I have learned so much to try to 

put into practice” 

In September we held a weekend 

wānanga combining Literacy 

Waitākere staff, tutors and board 

with Waiheke Adult Learning staff 

and tutors, to provide an inclusive, 

welcoming and relaxed 

environment and multiple learning 

opportunities designed to unify and 

strengthen our newly-independent 

organisations and provide a range 

of PD sessions.   

The wānanga was held at Kiwanis 

Lodge in Huia located in the bush 

and on the Manukau Harbour.  The 

‘weekend’ started on the Thursday 

night and finished on Saturday 

morning, at the wish of the Waiheke 

participants.  Kiwanis had 

bunkroom style accommodation 

with an outdoor paved area and 

rooms suitable for holding our 

sessions.  Catering was brought in 

(again from Café Kōrero in Ranui) in 

order to give participants a rest 

from chores, and one person acted 

as “Camp Mother”.  

We had a mix of team building 

exercises, tutoring skills and stress 

reduction workshops, governance 

workshop and a Te Reo Maori 

session and Pasifika featured 

speaker and workshop presenter.  

Presenters comprised our board 

members, senior tutors and an 

outside colleague as our Pasifika 

speaker. 

Evaluations all rated the workshop 

sessions highly. Participants said of 

their outcomes: 

“Time, space, conversation and 

learning in a beautiful environment” 

“Whakawhanaungatanga” 

“A beautiful place with beautiful 

people and beautiful food.” 

“I loved the environment of Huia 

and think it was valuable for the 

team as a whole.” 

“I wasn’t expecting to feel so 

uplifted.”  

Professional Development Fills the Kete 

Visit our website: 
www.literacywaitakere.org.nz 

Literacy Waitakere 2020 
Calendars for sale: $16 each 

Featuring student and staff 
artwork, this stunning calendar 
will help raise funds for us to 
continue 
our vital 
work in 
changing 
learners’ 
lives. 

 

 
 
 
 

Phone 825-0220 or email 
info@literacywaitakere.org.nz for 

orders 

http://www.facebook.com/LiteracyIsIn

